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Robert C. Violette
City

Manager

A Message To

Citizens

Honorable Council and Citizens of Portsmouth
It is

with great pleasure that

I

submit the Fourth Annual Report

ol

your City under the Council-Manager form of government.

As manager
council

is

which your nine man

of a $1,805,336 corporation of

the board of directors and, in which you, Portsmouth citizens,

are stockholders,

I

submit this report so that you

may

see for yourselves

that the year 1953 was one in which Corporation Portsmouth saw

many

physical improvements and accomplishments giving significance to the
fact that a
I

growing

city is "big business" of

importance to

wish to take this opportunity to thank

all

of

Very truly yours,

City

C.

Manager

of us.

you for making these

accomplishments possible.

ROBERT

all

VIOLETTE

MUNICIPAL OFFICERS AND BOARDS FOR THE YEAR
1953

CITY COUNCIL
Theodore R. Butler, Mayor

John J. Leaiy, Assistant Mayor
John J. Wholey
James C. Piper
Clayton E. Osborn
George R. Chick
HaiTy Winebaum
Nathan H. Wells (Resigned April 20, 1953)
Andrew Jarvis (Appointed June 22, 1953)
Sherman P. Newton (Appointed June 22, 1953)

ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICERS
City

Manager

Robert C. Violette

City Clerk

Superintendent of Public

Works

Americo J. Bellucci
Nat S. Stevens

City Assessor

Wilfred E. Young
Joseph P. Marden
Lucien O. Geoffrion

Tax

J.

City Auditor
City Treasurer
Collector

Fire Chief

Superintendent of Schools
Overseer, Welfare Department
Sanitary Inspector
City Solicitor
Justice, Municipal

Warren Somerby

William

City Marshal

Court

Associate Justice

Clerk of Court

J.

Linchey

(Died July 17, 1953)
Martin O. Betz
(Appointed September 16, 1953)
Frederick R. Crompton
Raymond L Beal
Mrs. Mildred Riese

Ross J. Seymour
(Appointed April 27, 1953)
Th:.mas E. Flynn, Jr.
Harry W. Peyser
(Retired August, 1953)
Oscar Neukom
(Appointed August, 1953)
Oscar Neukom
Samuel Levy
(Appointed August, 1953)
Ralph W. Junkins
Jack Fenwick
(Appointed Acting Clerk August
31, 1953)

Inspector of Buildings

James

T.

Whitman

Director of Recreation

Steven R. Blinn
(Resig-ned October 20, 1953)

Norman

R.

Landiy

(Appointed November

7,

1953)

Librarian, Public Library

Miss Dorothy M. Vaughan

City Planner

Nelson Guild, Acting
(Appointed June 17, 1953)
(Resigned August, 1953)
Edward J. Abbott, Acting
(Appointed August 19, 1953)

Meat Inspector
Plumbing Inspector
Dog Officer

Joseph

Sealer of Weights and Measures

William A. Thomson

Inspector of Fire Alarms, Wires
and Poles

William L Randall

Lionel Trudel, V.M.D.

Clement R, Moulton

Board
Arthui- Healey

of

J.

Perrault

Health

Dr. S. Gerard Griffin, M.D.
Dr. William M. Farrington, D.M.D.

Planning Board

John W. Durgin

Sr.,

Chairman

Charles Gouse

Denis L. Long
(Died December 1953)
Joseph J. Shanley (Appointed January 28, 1953)
Keiven E. Gillis (Appointed January 28, 1953)
A. Neil Schiot (Appointed March 4, 1953)
William F. Harrington, Jr. (Appointed Januaiy 28, 1953)
(Resigned July, 1953)
Robert E. Crowley (Appointed August 31, 1953)
Robert C. Violette, ex-officio

Nat

S. Stevens, ex-officio

Board

of

Adjustment

Timothy J. Driscoll, Chairman
(Term Expired April 22, 1953)
Frederic E. Pillsbury
Louis Schwartz
Francis K. Leith
Morris D. Levy (Appointed May 25, 1953)
Ernest E. Stafford (Appointed May 25, 1953)
John Fisher (Appointed May 25, 1953)

Thurston Smart (Appointed May 25, 1953)
Lewis M. McNeill (Resigned February 24, 1953)

Personnel Advisory Board

Chairman
Tucker
Hu2:o Lil.iehiilt (Appointed December 15. 1953)
^lichael A. BaiTett.

F^-ancis P.

Trustees of the Trust Funds

Dorothy F. Lear, Clerk
Arthur Gorman
William L. Conlon (Term Expired Januaiy 30, 1953)
Ai'thur F. Brown, Jr. (Appointed Januaiy 30, 1953)
Library Trustees

William Safford Jones, D.D.
:Mrs.

Edward

E. Curtis

T. Wendell, Clerk

Matthews

Katherine P. Flanagan

Mrs. Iiwing E. Stowe
Ellen T. Moses

E. Bliss ]^Iarriner

Recreation Committee

John E. Kane, Chairman
Joseph Posternak

Ralph H. Atwell
Arthur C. Clough
Mrs. Robert H. Dunn

Winfield

W.

Scott

Jeremy R. Waldron, Jr.
Mrs. A. C. Warner, Secretaiy

Edward Petro
Police

Commission

J. Paul Giiffin, Chaimian
Reginald E. Goldsmith
Monis Silverman

Housing Authority
Jerauld ^^IcDermott. Chaii-man
Hany L Caswell
La\^Tence E. ]\Iulloney
John lafolla (Died May 9, 1953)
Frank J. ^lassey (Appointed December 15, 1953)

Board of Education
Stowe Wilder, Chairman
Jean S. Butler
Elhs T. Cox
John J. Hassett
E. Curtis ^latthews
William ]\I. Fanington, D.M.D".
Paul \
Civil

Cornelia B. Walker, ]\LD.

John W. Durgin, Jr.
Kennard E, Goldsmith
Alice M. Lee
John E. Seybolt

Brown
Defense

William T. Evans, Director

Members:

Expenditures

Nine

Your

elected

$1,720

representatives

comprise the City Council, that
body towards which all municipal
departments look for the initiative
and leadership so necessary if city
services are to expand and improve
in efficiency. A conscientious, hardworking council conducted 37 regular and special meetings during the
year in addition to conducting 14
hearings.
The
Council
passed
twenty-three
resolutions
and seventeen ordinances. Among
the resolutions were two pertaining
to the building of a new high
school two pertaining to the creation of a Housing Authority and
Federal financial assistance for
slum clearance projects in the City
and a resolution authorizing a
$150,000 Bond issue for a new
parking lot. A similar resolution
was passed in 1952, but never utipublic

ited Parking" ordinances and one
ordinance forbidding night parking
in the streets which might hamper

snow removal operations. All of
these were a continuation of the
City's policy of improving traffic
and parking conditions in the city.

Councilman Nathan A. Wells
tendered his resignation April 20.
The resignation was accepted with
regret. This resulted in two vacancies on the Council.
On June 22

Andrew Jarvis and Sherman P.
Newton were appointed by the City
Manager to fill these vacancies.

;

lized.

Among

the ordinances were nine

"No Parking" ordinances, two
"One Way" ordinances, two "Lim-

For the

first time, and pursuant
a state law, Councilmen were
compensated for their services to
the city at the rate of $10 a meeting
up to a maximum of $200 a year.

to

The regular monthly meetings of
your City Council are held the first
Thursday of each month at 7 P. M.
in the Council Chambers.
These
meetings are open to the public.
Special meetings are held on call.

CITY COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS

1953

January 5
Approve plans

calling- for the enlargement of the Army Engineers
proposed pipeline from wells in the Johnson Creek area of Madbury
from 24" to 30" and changing pipeline construction across Great Bay
from two 20" mains to a rock tunnel.
Authorized the borrowing of $600,000 in anticipation of taxes.
Approved a 20*;; increase in water rates effective March 1.

January 10

Engaged John Hayden

of Hayden, Harding and
as consulting- engineer to study reports being
city's

Buchanan of Boston
made to replace the

water supply.

January 19
Approved resolution recognizing the need for a Housing Authority.

February 16
Held Public Hearing on 1953 Municipal Budget.
February 24
Turned down a proposed 59f wage increase for

all

city employees.

Februaiy 26
Approved 1953 Municipal Budget of $1,805,336, an increase of
$34,837 over the 1952 fig-ure.
Approved floating a $150,000 Off -Street Parking Lots Bond.
April 2

Approved $32,000 Miller Avenue sewer
improvements project.

drainag-e

and water service

April 20

Nathan A. Wells resigns from the

May

20

Approved $16,590 State

May

Council,

St.

widening project.

25

Named

four persons to Board of Adjustment.
Approved resolution giving Portsmouth Housing Authority "go
ahead" signal to seek operating funds from the federal government.

June 22

Andiew

Jarvis and

Sherman

P.

Newton named

to the Council.

September 18
Approved New Hampshire Electric Company's plan to erect ten
lights of 6000 lumen each on ornamental iron poles with underground
wiring on Memorial Bridge.
October

1

Approved $15,630 for Elwyn Park drainage improvement

project.

Expenditures:
$12,874.10

Employees
Full

Time

2

this year work was also
on the development of a
new parking lot in the PenhallowLinden Streets area. Financed by a
$150,000 Bond Issue, twelve parcels of land and buildings were purchased by the city. Several of the
buildings have been razed, and all
will have been removed by the
Spring of 1954. Work will then begin on the grading, construction of
a retaining wall, and the general
development of the lot which, when
completed, will have a capacity of
approximately 140 cars.

conclude my first full year
as your City Manager, I would like
to take this opportunity to cite a
few of the accomplishments which
were made and a few of the problems that confronted us.

As

During

I

TRAFFIC CONGESTION.

started

The

State Street Project, which will be
completed before July 1, 1954, was
a step in the right direction to alleviate part of our traffic congestion. The cost of this project will
approximate $125,638.30, of which
$61,906.15 will be paid by the Federal Government, and the remainder to be shared by the State of
New Hampshire and the City of

Work

will also be started on the
deeded to the city by the First
National Stores, Inc., and located
south of the Fire Station on Court
Street. This project will also be extended to and including the lot
formerly occupied by the Veterans
of Foreign Wars. It is estimated
lot

Portsmouth. The City's share, or
$31,866, will be paid for by July 1,
1955.

PARKING LOTS.

The Municipal
Parking Lot, at the junction of
Junkins and Parrott Avenues, was
resurfaced, and individual parking
spaces marked

off.

The

now accommodate 176

lot

that

this

area

will

accommodate

approximately 100 cars.

CITY HALL.

will

Police

cars.
in

Early

in

1953 the

Department moved

to

its

new headquarters on

Penhallow

the City Council's request to increase the limit of the City's
bonded indebtedness in order that
we might borrow $2,500,000 to
construct a new High School.

Street. This move resulted in additional space for City Hall offices.
general renovation of the building at a cost of $4,500 was perfoiTned. The old cell block was removed and the room converted to
office space. The office of the City
Manager was moved from the second floor to the first where it would
be more accessible to you, the citizen. Several other shifts of offices

A

Surveys for a city incinerator
wei"e conducted by three engineering firms.

No

were performed. The American
Red Cross was given office space on
the second floor. The overall job

Manager can perform

and with new administrative methods.

Your Manager has therefore

attended

has greatly enhanced the appearance of the old building.

LIBRARY. A

City

his job well unless he keeps in constant contact with his colleagues

meetings

of

the

New

Hampshire Mayors and Managers
Associations on several occasions
and the Institute of City and Town
Managers held at Orono, Maine.
In addition, the Manager participated in Boys' State, Girls' State
and lectured to classes in government at the University of New

breezeway, connect-

ing the main building of the Public
Library and the former Benedict
House, was completed. This is part
of a program to enlarge our library,
and utilize the building known as
the Library Annex, which was purchased for that purpose.

Hampshire.

Your
Throughout the year the City
Council, City Solicitor and the City
Manager met many times with the
Coi"p of Army Engineers in an attempt to come to some agreement

city

is

in

good

financial

condition, and the success of Ports-

mouth's

government

depends

on

you, the citizens and taxpayers.
I
want to express my sincere
gratitude to the members of the
City Council and all City employees
for their splendid cooperation and
untiring efforts, without which, no
manager could ever hope to attain

on the replacement of the city's
water supply which will be taken
for the construction of the Air
Base.

The State Legislature granted

success.

11

Expenditures

Employees:

Time
Part Time

Full

$12,610.62 (including

2

elections)

1

Election Expenditures:
$2,472.46

The office of your City Clerk performs many varied functions. It is
the clearing house and receiving
the records of all the departments of your City Government. Here are filed mortgages, vital statistics, writs, deeds, attachments, and other legal records and
office for

agreements.

Your City Clerk

is

the

official

—

the
clerk of our law-making body
City Council. In this capacity he
must keep the minutes of all its
proceedings. He supervises the filing of all ordinances, resolutions
and the publication of all official
notices and proceedings as required
by law. The records of all these
meetings are typed, bound, and
stored in the vault in the Clerk's
office.
Some of these records go
back to the 1600s. The vital statistics
(birth, marriage, and. death
records) for the City of Portsmouth are collected, bound, and
stored in the office vault, and copies
sent to the State Registrar in Concord, and also to other interested

parties.

In addition to the above duties
your City Clerk also has certain
election duties to perform and Superior Court jury drawings to conduct. The office is also the place of
registration under Selective Service in this area.

Above

the office of your City
the "information" center
of your City Government. Quesconcerning practically all
tions
fields of interest, including lega]
and municipal affairs are ansvv^eied
without charge. Your City Clerk's
office maintains close contact with
the public at all times and is always

Clerk

all,

is

at their service.

To expedite the work of the
several items' of new equipment were purchased during the
office

year, including an almost complete-

automatic duplicating machine
and a pair of "Votometers" to be
used in counting ballots by ward
ly

officials at election

12

time.

VITAL STATISTICS
1950
Births

Marriages
Deaths
Stillbirths

542

1951

1952

1953

CITY AUDITOR
Employees
Full Time

Expenditures
$12,518.94

3

The office of the City Auditor is concerned with the pre-audit of
claims, the post-audit of collections and disbursements, the accounting
for all financial transactions and assists the City Manager in the preparation and administration of the annual budget.
This office also has the job of preparing all city purchase orders,
vouchers, checks, payrolls and other financial records.
Since the installation of a budgetaiy accounting system some four
years ago each year has seen an appreciable improvement in the financial
control over our annual appropriations resulting in substantial credits to
Revenue Sui*plus from unexpended appropiiation balances.

The annual audit cost of $2,000 was substantially reduced for 1953
when at the request of the City ^Manager the State Tax Commission conducted the audit at a cost to the city of $1,131.18. Through the amount
thus saved a new Friden calculating machine was purchased to be used by
this

and other

city departments.

B.

CITY TREASURER

Employees
Full

Time

Expenditures:
$4,694.62

1

The City Treasurer is responsible for the custody and disbursement
of city funds, including general, water, sanitaiy sewer, and bond funds.
14
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:

REPORT OF THE CITY TREASURER
Balance (All Accounts), January 1, 1953
Receipts 1953 (Total 1564)
Disbursements 1953 (Total 17,743)
Balance December 31, 1953

S

'

Total

Wages and

Salaries

265,585.16
3,284,559.88
3,333.610.42
216,534.62
1,178,557.18

Total Withholding Tax withheld and Paid to the
Director of Internal Revenue
(708 Employees)

129,038.01

BORROWINGS
Tax Anticipation Loans
Januan- 16, 1953
June 9, 1953

8600,000.00
8300,000.00
$900,000.00

Total

Rate 1.083^f
Rate 1.74 ^c
Average Rate of
Discount 1.104ff

C.

TAX COLLECTOR

Employees:
Full

Time

Expenditures:
2

Part Time

$8,828.87

1

A

Real Estate warrant in the amount of 81.443,503.82 was submitted
to the Office of the Tax Collector in 1953. By December 31 81,361,113.73
or over 90''r of these taxes had been collected.
total of 834,290.00 was collected in State Head Taxes and
810,498.00 in Poll Taxes.
Auto registrations continue to show an increase each year. In 1953
7300 automobiles were registered ^^ith income from the same totaling

A

This compares
868.317.86.
$62,299.65 in 1952.
D.

^^•ith

7274

Time
Part Time

and

income

of

CITY ASSESSOR
Expenditures

Employees
Full

automobiles

$10,883.22

2
1

Eveiy informed citizen is well aware that taxation is the only means
by which our city acquires the funds needed to furnish public senices such
as schools, police and fire protection, streets, sewers, refuse collection,
playgrounds and many other services.
As our community has gro\\ii and progi'essed, the demand for and the
increased cost of these public services has been reflected in every propertj^
owner's tax bill.
Thus, as the costs of local public services gi'ow, the City Assessors
Depaitment has become increasingly aware of the sensitive position i:
occupies in the fiscal picture of our municipality. The problem of equality
and proportionality in assessments has become of paramount impoitance
to our citizens.
During 1953 the first progi'am of Re-equalization of property valuations ever developed in Portsmouth was established. The 1953 valuations,
based on pre-inflation values, guarantee a much more equitable distribution of the tax burden. Assessments were based, for the first time, on
lo

sound, statistical-mathematical procedures, applied to all properties without favoritism. The department prepared a detailed card of every propeily for inspection by all taxpayers. This card shows the complete history and title of the property and explains the factors considered in the
determination of its assessed value.

The normal work of this department consisted of addressing and
mailing 5,776 inventory forms, 4,332 of which were returned and processed, and 912 veteran's exemption forms. In this latter group 867 exemptions were granted.
There were 718 property transfers with resultant changes in assessrecords. 107 new properties were placed on the assessment rolls and

ment

valued in accordance with the Re-equalization standards. 81 properties
remodeled or altered were checked for any increase in assessment value.
In cooperation with the City Engineer the department's 155 Assess-

ment

]\Iaps were brought up to date with
dimensions corrected.

A

Poll

Tax Warrant with the names

all

A Head

Tax Warrant with

the

names

Head and

Poll

Tax

bills

lines,

of 6,657 persons

and submitted to the Tax Collector June
empted from the Poll Tax.

and submitted to the Tax Collector June

boundary

18.

aieas and

was prepared

2,125 veterans were ex-

of 8,782 persons

was prepared

18.

were prepared and printed in duplicate for
Tax Warrant and the 8,782 persons

the 6,657 persons listed in the Poll
listed in the Head Tax Warrant.

A

continuous check of changes of address, changes in marital status,
residents, residents leaving the city, persons deceased and person.s
over 70 were maintained on a day to day basis.

new

Two warrants listing 5,937 property units and calling for
$1,443,503.82 in property taxes were prepared. One of these was delivered to the Tax Collector on August 21. Duplicate tax bills for all property units were printed and the amount of the valuation, veteran's exemption and amount of tax written in by hand. These bills were then
turned over to the Collector for mailing.
is

214 abatements in the amount of $5,800 were granted
.4 of I'^r of the total warrant committed.

in 1953.

This

only

A

list

the city

of

all

New Hampshire

was prepared,

Railroad Stock owned by residents oi
and forwarded to the State Tax

as required by law,

Commission.

A

list

of

and included

all

bank stock owned by residents
Real Estate Warrant.

of the city

was prepared

in the

Only one timber operation was reported in 1953.
inspected, appraised and assessed as required by law.

This operation was

The total of tax exempt property in the city in 1953 amounted to
$7,794,560 or an increase of $793,180 over the preceding year. This was
due, primarily, to the acquisition by the federal government of considerable property in the vicinity of the proposed Air Force Base.
16
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LIBRARY

1

o ASSESSED
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VALUES
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t.j

A

-
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EXPLANATION:
This chait attempts to show what City expenses are shared by you,
the Taypayer. For example, if your building and land were assessed for
$3,500 (bottom figuies) your tax bill, based on the 1958 Tax Rate of
$36.20 per $1,000 cf valuation, would be $145. Thus you would be paying
:ror all servicec except Highway Department services and schools. All the
services offered by these two departments you would be receiving free of
charge.

20
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Expenditures:
$298,637.77

Employees
Full

Time

43

Revenue
$6,895.16

If all the streets in
laid end to end

were

Portsmouth
they would

stretch from here to Providence,
R. I. The maintenance and constructions of these streets and
highways is the responsibility of
the Public Works Department. Yet
these duties are only a small part of
the numerous tasks performed by
the department whose overall job
includes refuse disposal, maintenance of parks and cemeteries and
operation of the Water Depart-

in excess of the

The largest resurfacing projects
of the year were those on South
Street, Elwyn Road, and Lang
Road.
1,100 square yards of new sidewalks were constructed during the
year.

During 1953

A
in its street resur-

The

cost of this construction

shared on a 50/50 basis by the
property owner on the one hand
and the City on the other.

is

ment.

facing and rebuilding work the Department used 68,697 gallons of
asphalt and 1,687 tons of stone.
8,314 tons of gravel were spread
and 35 tons of sand used. In addition the Department used 915 tons
of bituminous concrete and 1642
tons of Blue Rock Mix for patching
purposes. All of these totals were

1952 figures.

total of $23,212.42

was spent

on snow removal during the year.
This amount includes salt, sand
and equipment rentals.

During the year four large sewer
projects were completed. These included the Elwyn Park Drainage
project, Lincoln and Miller Avenues, Fairview Drive and Myrtle
Avenue.
total of 4,556 feet were
involved in these projects.

A

21

WATER DEPARTMENT
Revenues:

Employees:
Full

$196,199.53

Time 29

During
stalled 91

19o:> the

Water

division of the Public

new meters and renewed

Works Department

or replaced 130.

in-

30 hydrants were

repaired and reset and 383 feet of sprinkler service mains installed. 6
new water mains were completed, the largest project being on Lafayette
Road to the Rye line. A total of 8,431 feet of new mains were laid and
3,008 feet extended on existing mains.

794,373,950 gallons of water were pumped during the year or an
average of 2,176,366 gallons per day. This compares with other years as
follows

1950

.

Total Gallons

Average Daily
Consumption

793,671,470

2,251,306

1951

723,717,780

2,113,974

1952

794,036,800

2,025,263

1953

794,373,950

2,176,366

Water revenues during the year amounted
of $29,896.85 over 1952.

22

to $196,199.53 or a gain

Employees:
Full

Time

35

Expenditures:
$141,019.06

During the year $5,093.18 worth of lost and stolen property was
covered by the department and returned to its owners.

POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES
Arrested for out of town

1953

re-

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
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City of Portsmouth

New
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ARCHIBALD

M.

PEISCH & COMPANY

Certified Public

Accountants

Norwich, Vermont

April

9,

1954

the Honorable City Council
Portsmouth
New Hampshire

To

We have examined the balance sheets of the General Fund, Water
Fund, Parking Meter Fund and Trust Funds of the City of Portsmouth,
New Hampshire, as of December 31, 1953, the related statements of unappropriated surplus, revenue and expenditures for the year then ended.
Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and accordingly included such tests of the accounting
records and such other auditing procedures as we considered necessaiy in
the circumstances with the following exceptions.
The scope of our examination did not include the verification of accounts receivable of the water Fund by direct correspondence, nor did it
include the physical observation or price tests of inventories, and we did
not satisfy ourselves in regard to these assets by other means. Nothing
came to our attention duiing the examination which would indicate that
these items are not stated fairly. We did not revievv' the insurance coverage of the City.
Subject to the foregoing, in our opinion the accompanying exhibits
and schedules present fairly the financial position of the City of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, at December 31, 1953, and the recorded revenue
and disbursements for the year then ended, in conformity with generally
accepted accounting principles applied on a basis consistent with that of
the preceding j^ear.

ARCHIBALD M PEISCH & COMPANY

STATEMENT
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH. ^T^^ H-\MPSHIRE
GEXER.\L FUND
BALANCE SHEET — DECEMBER 31, 1953

1

ASSETS

CaA
$102372.40

General fund
Petty casii
Fiscal agent

200.00

— imredeenied boads and coupons

5^50.00

aiJllJl

Bond ksoes (Statement 6)

S192.333.91

%£cav7AAa and Preinid Expenditures
S

Accoimti receavaUe
Prepaid interest <lne January 1, 1954
Improvement bonds of 1950

1,020-80

— ??
187.50
1.208.30

Tax» KcccivaUe

S89.0n.98

(Statement 5j

Reserve for uncollectible taxes

Overlay for 1953

%

4,494.19

3340.35

80.677.44

Other Assets

Deeded propextf

Unredeemed

taxes

1953 Head tax

%

3,027.65

2.805.69

10.175.00
16.008.34

Total asuets

S290.227.99

STATEMENT

1

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
GENERAL FUND
BALANCE SHEET — DECEMBER 31, 1953
LIABILITIES

AND UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS

Liabilities

$ 38,169.72

Accounts payable

Due Parking Meter Fund (Statement
Unexpended

1.821.0+

8)

balances of appropriations:

School Architect fees (Statement 2)
Sherburne School Playground
Insulation of City yard building
Heating plant at City yard
Board of Education
Special Fund

—

$

19.000.00
2,000.00
1.000.00

3.520.00
7.500.00

33.020.00

Matured bonds and coupons
Due State of New Hampshire

5.250.00

— 1953 Head Tax collected

5.755.50
$84,,0 16.26

Deferred Revenue —

City's share of 1953

Head Tax

3,318.50

collected

Reserves

Future

loss

— Tmaber Tax (Statement
— bond

.Authorized expenditures

1953

Head Tax

issues

uncollected

2)

$

536.51
84,511.51

10,175.00

95.223.02

L^nappropriated Surplus (Statement 2)
Total

liabilities

and

;.urplus

107.670.21

$290,227.99

STATEMENT

2

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
STATEMENT OF UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS
For the Year Ended December 31, 1953

Unappropriated Surplus

— January

1,

1953

$

12,478.58

Additions

Unexpended balances

of appropriations

(Statement 4)

$ 49,140.83

Excess of aotual revenues over estimated revenues

35,119.55

(Statements)

20,000.00

Fire loss proceeds

2,300.00

Sale of land to United States

School aid from United

33,001.00

'States'

Reimbursement from Parking Meter fund for 1953
paid on Parking Area bonds (Statement 9)
Net miscellaneous

credits

interest

1,425.00

970.15

and charges

2,591.70

Additional tax warrants (Statement 5)

144,548.23

$157,026.81

Reductions

Supplemental appropriations:
School Architect fees (Statement 2)

Revenue surplus

$ 19,000.00

credit (Statement 3)

Reserve for future

loss

Fire loss proceeds to

— timber

V.F.W.

tax (Statement 1)

for personal property destroyed

18,075.30
536.51

3,000.00

Extended insurance coverage on City buildings

5,062.21

1952 Overlay

2,797.02

817.66

Reserve for uncollectible taxes

Adjustment

of taxes receivable

(Statement 5)

67.90

49,356.60

Unappropriated Surplus

— December

31,

1953 (Statement 1)

$107,670.21

STATEMENT

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
STATEMENT OF OTHER REVENUE — ESTIMATED AND ACTUAL
For the Year Ended December 31, 1953

3

STATEMENT

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
SUMMARY STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1953

Appropriation

Department

$

Assessors

Auditor

12,672.00

City Clerk

12,837.00

City

Manager

Transfers In

11,362.00

13,101.00

9,755.40

Collector

City Treasurer

4,820.00

100,030.75

Fire
Fire alarm

2,310.00

Health

9,110.00

Comfort

362..34

17,013.00

stations

Highway

296,719.64

7,000.00

1,115.00

Inspection of buildings
Inspection of win^s and poles

730.00
5,705.00

Legal

143,172.50

Police

99,420.00

Welfare

Planning Board

3,000.00

Public buildings and places

25,294.32

Public library

18,565.00

Recreation

48,692.31

753,010.44

School

Weights and measures

794.00

Dog

804.00

officer

Contingent Fund

25,000.00

County tax

100,546.44

Unclassified

20,010.00

Municipal indebtedness

72,292.61

Total (Statemerat

$

2]

$1,807,882.41

237.39

$7,599.7?

4

STATEMENT

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
STATEMENT
SUMMARY
OF APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES
For the Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1953

Transfers

Out

$

362.34

7,000.00

237.39

$7,599.73

(Con.)

4

STATEMENT

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
GENERAL FUND
TAXES RECEIVABLE
December

31, 1953

Balance
1-1-53

1950 Property
1950 Polls
1951 Property
1951

Polls

1952 Property
1952 Polls

1953 Property
1953 Polls

Total (Statement

1)

5

STATEMENT

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH,
GENERAL FUND —

NEW HAMPSHIRE
(Continued)

TAXES RECEIVABLE

Total to
Collect

5

STATEMENT

G

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
BOND PROCEEDS — GENERAL FUND
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS
For the Year Ended December 31, 1953

Cash

in

Cash

Banks

1-1-53

Receipts

in

Banks

12-31-53

Disbursements

Permanent improvements:
1941

$

1946

1,689.65

$

Improvements and
equipment
1947

—

—

Permanent improvements
Parking Area

—

1,572.69

1,572.69

Permanent improvements
and equipment
1950

—

1951

18,839.50

400.00

37,971.73

34,642.26

3,329.47

$150,920.83

91,440.63

59,480.20

$150,920.83

$143,043.68

$ 84,511.51

1953

Total (Statement

1)

1,689.65

$ 16,560.79

16,560.79

$ 76,634.36

j:-;

18,439.50

STATEMENT
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
STATEMENT OF BONDED INDEBTEDNESS

(%)
Cleneip.l

Fund Bonds Rate

Date

of

Bonds
Outstanding
1-1-53

Issue

Bond.H

Issued

Retired
1953

1953

Outstanding
12-31-53

Public improvements

and equipment

V/2

4-1-34

2/2

8-1-35

6,000.00

2,000.00

4.000.00

2/2

3-1-36

10,000.00

2,500.00

7.500.00

1/4

11-1-42

1/4

8-1-46

280.000.00

20,000.00

260,000.00

/4

10-1-47

40.000.00

8.000.00

32,000.00

Permanent impro\ements
and equipment
1^4

7-1-50

40,000.00

10,000.00

30.000.00

1.7

12-1-51

168.000.00

10,000.00

158.000.00

1.9

4-1-53

$

6.000.00

$

3,000.00

$

3.000.00

Sewer, highway and

equipment
Sewer, street and

equipment
.Atlantic

Bridge

Heights
"

(1)

Permanent improvements

Improvements and
equipment

1

Permanent improvements
Parking Area

$150,000.00

$550,000.00

$150,00a00

150,000.00
$ 55,500.00

$644,500.00

$ 10,000.00

$180,000.00

Water Department Bonds
Water
(Statement

1

1.6

11-1-51

$190,000.00

13

STATEMENT

8

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
PARKING METER FUND — BALANCE SHEET
December

31, 1953

ASSETS
Cash in bank
Water Department (Statement
Loans receivable
Due from General Fund (Statement 1)

—

$18,006.94
2.000.00

11)

1. 82

1.01

Total assets

$21,827.98

LIABILITIES

AND UNAPPROPRIATED SURPLUS

Liabilities

Accounts payable
Due General Fund

$

761.31

717.60
$ 1.478.91

Unappropriated Surplus (Statement 9)
Total

liabilities

20,349.07

and unappropriated surplus

$21,827.98

STATEMENT

9

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
PARKING METER FUND
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURES
For the Year Ended December 31, 1953
L^nappropriated surplus

January

1,

1953

$17,976.65

Revenue

27.509.61

Expenditures:
Salary of officers
Police clerk

Retirement

Meter repairs
Meter service
Insurance and bonds
Parking area expense
Public safety signs

L'niforms

1953 Parking .\rea bond interest (Statement 2)

Unappropriated surplus

— December

31.

1953 (Statement

8)

STATEMENT

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH,
TRUST FUNDS

NEW HAMPSHIRE

— December

31, 1953

Principal

City Funds

Mary Clark
Horace Hav-en
Christopher

S.

Toppan

Frank Jones
Daniel .\ustin

Martha

A. DeMerritt

Haven Park
Lewis A. Drake

South Playground

Annie Fields
Pickering

Fund

T. A. Harris

Louise

Ho%ey

Eclectic Benevolent Society

Theodora Lvman

10

STATEMENT

11

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
WATER DEPARTMENT — BALANCE SHEET
December

31,

1953

ASSETS
Current Assets

Cash on hand and

bank

in

$

2,793.52

$ 21,278.93

Accounts receivable

3,000.00

Less reserve for doubtful accounts

18.278.93
18.715.95

Materials and supplies

Total current assets

Cash

in Special

$

Funds
8,950.25

1951 bond issue proceeds

1,293,216.85

Fixed Assets (Statement 12)

$1,341,955.50

Total assets

LIABILITIES
Current

39,788.40

AND CAPITAL

Liabilities

11,512.14

Accounts payable

Funded Debt

— Due

Due Parking

'Meter

Total current

in

1954 (Statement

Fund (Statement

8)

7)

10,000.00

2,000.00

23,512.14

liabilities

Funded Debt (Statement

170,000.00

7)

302,178.10

Federal Contribution for Plant Extension
Capital

$656,559.09

Municipal investment

189,706.17

Surplus (Statement 13)

846,265.26

Total

liabilities

$1,341,955.50

and- capital

16

;

STATEMENT
CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
WATER DEPARTMENT — SUMMARY OF FIXED ASSETS
December

Structures

Water supply

Pumping

station

Stores department

Stable

and garage

Other structures

Distribution System

Transmission mains

Water storage
Disitribution

mains

Services

Hydrants
Meters

Equipment

Water supply

Pumping

station

Purification
Stores department

Other

Land

Total

(Statement

11

31, 1953

12

STATEMExNJT

13

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
WATER DEPARTMENT — STATEMENT OF SURPLUS
For the Year Ended December 31, 1953

Balance

— January

1.

1953

$187,610.39

Add:

Net income (Statement 14)

$

897.31

Sale of land

520.00

Accounts payable at December 31, 1952 not paid

678.47
2.095.78

Balance — December

1953 (Statement 11)

31.

$189,706.17

STATEMENT

14

CITY OF PORTSMOUTH, NEW HAMPSHIRE
WATER DEPARTMENT — CONDENSED STATEMENT OF OPERATIONS
For the Year Ended December 31, 1953

Sales

— water
— water

Commercial
Industrial

$116,759.07
60,989.85
3,835.39

Municipal
Merchandise and job order (net)

9,598.16

$191,182.47

Total sales

Operating Expenses (Exhibit O)
Water supply expense
Distribution expense
General and naiscellaneous expense

$ 73,299.45

52,091.23
34,631.94

27,880.04

Depreciation

187,902.66

Total operating expenses

Net Operating Income
Non-operating income

Interest

— funded debt

$

3,279.81

657.50
$

3,937.31

'

3,040.00

Net Income for the Year (Statement 13)

$

18

897.31

STATEMENT
ASSESSORS'

STATEMENT FOR

15

1953

Appropriations

County

101.000.00

$

City
Schools

953,871.97
753,010.44

•

$1,807,882.41

Revenue

for Discounts

and .Abatements

20,953.00
$1,828,835.41

Less Estimaited Revenue

368,681.59

Total Requirements

Warrants Submitted

to the

$1 460 153.82

Tax

Collector

Real Estate and Personal Property
Poll

$1,443,503.82

Taxes

13,314.00

National Bank Stock

3,336.00

$1,460,153.82

Raised by Supplementary Warrants

Timber Yield
Real Estate and Personal Property

16.08

$

1,484.02

$

1,500.10

$

872,940.00

Veterans' Exemptions

Property Valuation
Polls (2125)

4,250.00
877. ISO. 00

$

ASSESSED VALUATION OF VARIOUS TYPES OF PROPERTY
Land and Buildings
Mature Wood and Timber

$23,160,730.00

500.00

Electric Plants

13,843,430.00

Horses

1,750.00

Cows

15,025.00

Other Neat Stock
Sheep and Goats
Hogs

300.00
240.00

800.00

Fowls

200.00

Vehicles

32,050.00

Boats and Launches

31,450.00

Avia-tion Units

400.00

Compressors and Lifts
Gasoline

6,575.00

Pumps and Tanks

20,560.00

Stock in Trade

3,074,126.00

Machinery

560,600.00

$40,748,736.00

19

Expenditures:
$100,366.75 including
Fire Alarm Dept.
Revenues:

Employees:

Time 21
Part Time
(Call Men) 45

Full

$4,012.90

(ambulance rental)

The

fire

paid on losses amounted to $75,872.33 leaving a net loss of $28,899.51 for the year. This is an increase of $2,853.89 over the 1952

department responded
during 1953, 17 less

to 371 calls
than in the

Of

preceding year.

these 31 were bell and 340 were
Three of the bell
alarms.
still
alarms were false and thirty of the
alarms were out of town.
still
These out of town calls were as follows: Rye 9, Greenland 5, Dover
4,

Newington

4,

Newcastle

3,

figure.

During the year the department
purchased 500' of V/2" hose, 200' of
booster hose, a pyroblender and 12
cartridges for same, and a Pneola-

Eliot

tor.

Kittery 1, Sanford 1. In addition
the department ambulance made
695 trips during the year and the
department answered 47 miscellaneous calls, 14 Mutual Aid calls, 9
calls for the inhalator, and 2 calls
for the all purpose mask.
3,

The property and contents
dangered by

fire

The depai'tment personnel continued to conduct fire inspections
during the year. All commercial
property in the business district
was checked regularly for possible
Routine inspections
fire hazards.
were also carried out at all hospitals, convalescent homes, schools,
and places of assembly.

en-

during the year

was valued at $2,127,900. Damage
by fire to this property amounted

The department

availed itself of

every opportunity to promote its
continuing fire prevention program.

to $104,771.84. Total insurance on
this property and contents amounted to $959,350 and the insurance
25

26

:

Kmployees

:

Ejnn'iidUm es

1

The humanitarian work of ihe
Overseer of the Poor cSeis the

recr
act:

most direct and intimate contact
between the city and its people.
The administration of aid and assistance to people who for one rea-

tio:i

r

son or another find themselves in
financial difficulties requires the
overseer to face c-ontinually the

par:

ments
crease

compromise between merry and
justice, Mercy for the unfortunate
people who need financial aid. and
justice for the taxpayers who must
pay the bills.

f

Wrffare De-

2^ reimbuiseo: So.T-52.S-5. a de.15 from the 19-52
-

figure.

Each year has seen an increase
in cases requiring service. ctHisaltation and information. Each case is
different and no two casus can be
investigated in the same mannt^.
The di^[»rt]ii«it works in omtiniia]
direct contact with such ag^ides

A

decrease in the overall cost of
the department was noted in 19-53.
Hio^ employmait and social security benefits helped to maintain
lower dii-ec: i-elief costs the first of
the yeai\ During the laner part of
the year, however, a decided decrease in i"egional unemployment
brou^t about a sharp inciviise in

as

The Family Wi^arv? Assooa-

Xursing Assoeiatiwa.
American Red Ciwss. Salvati<Nii
Army and the various s»arvice oarrion. District

ganizations of P(M-tsmoath.

costs.

In additkm to direct city reh^.
the department distributes to
fai« rtecipi^iits and otb^ needy

w^

The

medicitl and hospitalixation costs wei"e kept to a miniTnntn

ST

pei'sons food and used clothing donated by the people of Portsmouth.

In addition to its regular duties
the department participated in the
Portsmouth Xaval Shipyard's annual Chrtstmas party which entertained five hundred children. The
department gave considerable time

Average number

of cases

to the "Toys for Tots" progi-am
siX)nsored by the ^larine Corp
League. Lists for Christmas baskets, and clothing were supplied to
several organizations. The department participated in the Exchange
Club picnic durtng the summer season and the Civic Theater's children progi'am.

and expenditures for Direct

Average number of cases monthly
Average number of persons monthly
Average monthly expenditures
Average number

of cases

Relief:

1952

1953

OO.O
79.8
$1,536.96

28.4
55.3
Sl.302.51

and exi>enditures for Board and Care
1952

Children

Average number of cases monthly
Average number of persons monthly
Average monthly expeniiitures
Adults

Average number of cases monthly
Average number of persons monthly
Average monthly expenditui'es
Direct Relief Expenditures:

Food
Shelter
Clothing

Fuel
Medical
Hospital
Total

Old Age Assistance
Total

13.4
33.9

$1,292.31

1953

:

:

Employees

Expenditures

(including Comfort Station)
Full Time 8

$24,759.46
(Figure includes
Comfort Station)

Part Time 4
A.

Rodent and predator control was
exercised at Pannaway Manor and
at private residences and businesses. The Cit\' Dump was poisoned
once in the spring and again in. the
fall when the rodent population
was at its height.

Sanitary Inspector

During 1953 the influence and
control of your Health Depaitment
was extended to include eating establishments, gi'oceiy stores, and
mobile

gi'ocers

which

were not
Health

listed or licensed ^^ith the

In its continuing di-ive to enforce
Sanitaiy and Fire regulations the
depaitment inspected questionable
housing in conjunction with the

Depaitment. The policy of control
by education of restaiu-ant and gi'oceiy store operators rather than by
enicrcement was established.

Fii-e

The Health Center was reorganized during the yeai-

In 1953 a policy was established
leaving to the State Health Depaitment the inspection of milk producers, dailies, and the local softdi-ink bottling plant. In oi-der to
eliminate duplication of expense
and etfoit the depaitment now inspects these establishments only
upon receipt of complaints or upon
e\idence of unsanitaiy conditions
or practices. However, the depaitment continues to inspect the sanitation of milk and its handling
from the moment it leaves the dairies and enters the distributor's

and one side

the building was given
tii'ely for clinic use.

over

Department.

of
en-

Mosquito control was exercised
extensively in the spring at the unused resei'\'oir on Dover St., at
Elw\-n Park, and at several other
sources of stagnant water.

The swimming pool at Pierce Island was inspected weekly. Laboratory repoits on the water at the
pool were received from the State
Water Pollution Commission.
29

trucks

until

it

reaches

the

con-

sumer.

During the

yeai'

all

registered

complaints were investigated and
Comappropriate action taken.
plaints covered unsanitary conditions in convalescent homes, bad
odors from residences, burning of
rubbish and garbage, pigeons, inadequate plumbing facilities, bakery products, sewage, unauthorized
dumping and misrepresentation of
food products.
spections

B.

City Physician

Expenditures:

A.

$5,698.26

Law Department
The City

Solicitor

is,

lative Act, and the presiding Justice is appointed by the Governor
and his Council. In the absence of

primarily,

the municipal prosecuting attorney
in daily sessions of Municipal Court
and legal counsel to all offices of

the Judge, the Special Justice presides.

our city government.

The aim of the local court is the
impartial and undelayed dispensing of justice so that in the end a
better enforcement of the laws may
be attained.

During 1953 the City

Solicitor
prepared contracts, leases, and
other legal instruments for the several city departments. There was
also the usual requests from vari-

Following a year when juvenile
delinquency decreased by SO^f it
was disheartening to see a rise of
SO'^r in the year 1953.
It is also
disheartening to see the rise of motor vehicle violations with 86 more
violations in 1953 then in the preceding yeai' making it the highest

ous Departments for opinions relating to affairs in their Departments.

The City Solicitor attended all
regular council meetings. Considerable time, during the year, was
spent as legal advisor to the city in
the matter of the water agreement
with the Corp of Engineers.
B.

number

since 1950.

During 1953 the court processed
1145 cases. The following table

Municipal Court

shows the types of cases before the
court and compai'es the figures
with former years.

The Municipal Couil for Portsmouth was created by State Legis-

31

1950
Criminal

1951

1952

1953

:

:

Expenditures

Employees

Time 2
Part Time 30

$48,211.45

Full

Revenues:
$4,198.33

(Community Center)

The department took over the
Wednesday girl's program for
grammar school children and the

During 1953 the City Recreation
Department operated a program
which included the following activi-

Summer

Playground,

Com-

munity Center, Swimming
and Winter Ice Skating.

Pool

Community

was

ties:

The

Center

senior

used, during the year, by approximately 35,000 persons. Approximately 35 organizations regularly
scheduled weekly or monthly meetings in the two second floor meeting rooms.
Annual social and
charitable functions such as the

Policemen's

Ball,

A

The Big League took over a
room in the basement in the Com-

Firemen's Ball,

art,

team.

The Teen-Age Dances and "AftGame Record Hops" were very
popular with the young people.

munity Center and conducted a
veiT successful season for boys 13-

YWCA

photography,

basketball

er

Elk's Ball, Kiwanis Auction, and
the
International Festival
were held here. An adult Industrial and City basketball league,
adult badminton and ping-pong
league met regularly during the
winter months. Classes were held
in

girl's

gi'ammar school basketball league,
operated by the School Depaitment
was held each Saturday moniing.
The department sponsored a City
bowling league which met each
week at the local bowling alley.

15."

There were three skating rinks
in

operation

during

the

winter

months.

During the summer months six
and equipped playsupervised
gi'ounds were used by approximately 45,166 children.
These

boxing and

archery. Judo classes were introduced as a new feature during the
year.
33

The

playgrounds included South Playground, Pine St. Playground, Lafayette School Playground. Atlantic
Heights Playground and the \\'entwoi'th Acres Playground. Equip-

Municipal
operated for
twelve weeks during the summer
under the supervision of five qualified Red Cross swimming instruc-

ment was set up at the following,
but there were no supervisors:
Aldrich Playground, Cater Playground, New Franklin Playground,

tors

Pierce

Island

Swimming Pool was

and

swimming

attendants.
class

An

adult

was conducted and

those persons qualifying received

American Red Cross

and Sherburne Playground.

On

During 1953 the City reconditioned the baseball diamond at the
Plains and Little League games
were played here and at the Wentworth Acres Playground.

certificates.

October 20 Mr. Steven Blinn

resigned

as

Recreation

Director

and Mr. Francis T. Malloy served
as Acting Director until the appointment of Mr. Nomian Landry
in November.
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Expenditures:

Employees
Full

Time

$18,290.93

6

already patrons of the library.

Aside from circulating 92,000
books there were many activities
going on at the Portsmouth Public
Library during 1953. Early in ihe
year a second new boiler was installed, the vestibule and front entrance redecorated and new fluores-

Two exhibits were held at the
Library in the spring, one sponsored by the l^niversity of New
Hampshire Extension Service, and
the other by the League of N. H.
Architects.

cent lighting installed in the Chilsection on the secdren's Room.
ond floor was set aside for the Teen
Agei's and some 200 books were
placed in the newly painted racks.
This section has proved to be very
useful and exceedingly popular.

In September the third

year Great Books Discussion Group

A

began meeting fortnightly at the
library under the direction of Rev.
Robert Dunn and Mr. Graham Alvord.

The most important event which
took place during the year was the

A

report from the N. H. State
Library showed that following a
survey made by that institution the
Portsmouth Public Library was
rated third on the list of libraries
co-operating with the Inter-Library

commencing of work on the Library Annex. This work started in
September and was practically
completed by the end of December.
This annex, which is twenty feet
wide and torty feet long, will accommodate about thirty people and
house several hundred books when
fitted with built-m shelves, and will
serve as the connecting link between the Bulfinch building and
Benedict House in the rear. The

Loan System.
Monthly broadcasts, by the Librarian, over Station
continued through the year. These little book talks seem to interest new
people in the library and seem to
stimulate interest in those who are

WHEB

furniture for this
35

new room was

presented by the Hon. Charles

^1.

Dale. It is hoped that this room
will be tised as a study and browsing room and that collections of
new books will be displayed here.

The annual observance of Book
Week took place in November and

In connection with the InterLibrary Loan your library borrowed 95 and loaned 75 books dur-

ing the year.

During the year the following

number of volumes were loaned
home use:

time 150 new books for children were added to the shelves.
at that

Your library now has 67,464 volumes. 2,347 including 750 for children were purchased during 1953
and 57 were presented as gifts. 755
volumes which were obsolete were
discarded during the year.
There were 603 adults and 407
juvenile new borrowers registered
during the year.

Your libraiy subscribes to 86
magazines, while an additional 31
are presented to the library. The
library also subscribes to 5 news-

papers.

Juvenile
Fiction
Non-fiction

for

22,239
43,051
27,384
92,674

Your

Public

Library

contains

rooms a wealth of entertainment and means of self-imwithin

its

provement. The responsibility to
obtain and encourage the use of an
assortment of worthwhile books,
periodicals,
pictures,
and other
documents is a vital one to our
community's wellbeing. Both adults
and children alike can find full le-

ward

for regular, frequent visits to
the library.
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Employees
Full

Expenditures

Time 186

1953 many problems
Department
School
problems which called for concentrated study and wise decisions
decisions based on the greatest
good for the greatest number.

During

faced

the

system is
growing steadily. Statistics quoted
proved that the increase in school
enrollment in Portsmouth for 1953
was well above the average for the
nation. This fact still holds and
with the building of the Air Base a
certainty the School Department
must look forward to a much larger
increase during the next five years.
This problem will not be easy to
solve and will cause an unprecePortsmouth's

school

dented rise in the school budget.
Enrollment figures for September
1953 showed an increase of 2''r
over that of September, 1952, and
5% over June, 1953.

$744,881.65

classrooms in all but two of theelementary buildings were occupied during the past year and the
size of

many

classes

grew

to seri-

ous proportions.

The City Council-Board of Education Building Committee worked
diligently during the past year.
The City Council's request to the
New Hampshire Legislature for
passage of an enabling act to permit the Citv to exceed its bonding
limit by $2."500,000 for school purposes, in particulai' the acquisition
of land for and the construction of
a new high school was granted.
The firm of Kenneth G. Reynolds
and Associates was selected to
draw the preliminary plans for a
new high school and the City Council appropriated $19,000 to pay the
architect's fee. The City negotiated
a contract with the firm on December 31.

The Department faced the problem of providing adequate housing
elementary pupils.
Surplus

for

Three members of the teaching
retired during the year and

staff
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speoal meulioii should be made of
tbeir ^mtiring' eiforrs in behalf of
Tion of The youth of PoitsMiss Mary Grimii i-etired
years of service. ^Uss An.r X night after 43 years and Mr.
J: .:. ? -rips after 2-5 years.
"

4-5

^

year 1953 school ex-

:.-xic^ :n

Ponsmouth amouni-

J

I .:

-T

This repr^ents
per pupil of
cost

$745,293.23.

T

^n

average

Under Public Law S74 the
School Depaitment received from
the Federal Government the sum
of .5196.997.48 during the 19-5219-53 year.
It is heartening to notice that out
of graduating class numbering 183
students in 19-53 76 are now attending institutions of higher learning.
Nine girls are attending schools of
nursing and students are registered
in such outstanding institutions as
Holy Cross, Boston University and
Georgetown. 20 students received
scholarships and jobs were obtained for 83 students.

Average School Membership
June 30, 1953

Elementary
Kindergarten
Total

693
729
1636
433
3491

Average School ^lembership 3491
Average Daily Attendance
3219
Average Daily Absence
272
Non-Resident Students
Senior High School
Junior High School

Elementan-

1949
1950
1951
1952

?1 (7.(6

1S3.53
2O7.0S
212.66
213.49

19-53

Junior and Senior High Schools

Enrollment
Senior High School

Senior

.5213.49.

Senior High School
-Junior High School

Cost Per Pupil

160
97

•Junior

Sophomore
Post Graduate
Total

193
250
260
2

534 students were fonnd to have
defective teetiL

zr.tLon.

Health records
(diild throughout

f
/

- >:-yT

on each

:ol

years
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Employees
Full

Expenditures

Time

One way by which

may gauge

its

$1,013.68

1

a

community

economic prosperity

to note the amount of new construction and the extent of alterations and repairs to buildings in the
community in a given year. In this
regard Portsmouth ranks high.
During the year 1953 309 permits
at an estimated cost of $2,221,535
to the property owners were issued
by the department. This cost is the
highest in the city since 1948.
is

The number of permits and estimated costs for each of the twelve
months were as follows:
January

:

Employees
Part Time

Expenditures:
$1,711.29

1

Due to the creation of the Portsmouth Housing Authority in 1953

various publications issued by the
National Board of Fire Underwi-iters, the National Fire Protection
Association and the Building Offi-

need for a City Planner in
Portsmouth
became imperative.

the

cials Conference of America was
prepared and submitted to the
Planning Board. A proposed SubDivision Ordinance was also prepared and submitted to the Planning Board.

Pending- the receipt of applications
a City Planner qualified by
background and education to assume the responsibilities incumbent upon such a position the position of Acting City Planner was
created.
for

The major portion

The Planner's ofllce gathered
data and prepared various plans
for the off-street parking project in
the Penhallow-Linden Street area
which was undertaken during the

of Planning

during the year centered
around the preparation of an appli-

activities

cation for Advance of Funds for
the Preliminary Survey and Planning Activities for the Housing and

year.

For several years the City has
had a Planning Board. During

Home

Finance Agency in preparaslum clearance and urban
redevelopment in Portsmouth. This
aspect of planning also involved
the gathering of statistics and data
in connection with the Jefferson
Street redevelopment survey area.
tion for

1953, in its effort to make the best
possible use of all the resources of
the community the Planning Board
studied seven possible off-street

parking area sites and recommended two to the City Council studied
the Elwyn Park drainage pioblem
;

draft of a new Building
Code for the city using as references the standards set forth in

The

first

and made recommendations
City
41

Council

;

discussed

a

to the

long-

range plan for widening Market
Street m a northwesterly direction

from

Bow

Street,

recommended

several changes in the Zoning Ordinance insofar as rezoning was con-

cerned and recommended that the
area bounded by Chestnut, Porter,
Fleet and State Streets be considered as a possible site for a bus
terminal.
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Expenditures:

$2,737.39

your business.

ings which were broadcast over the

the responsibility of every citizen to understand that Civil Defense is a means of self-protection
and mutual aid through which he
and his family and his community
will be on guard against disaster
and will be prepared to meet it."

local radio station and local officials
wrote several articles which were
printed in the local press.

"Civil

Defense

is

It is

The local defense organization
was commended by Governor
Hugh Gregg for the action taken
by the Mobile Medical Unit and
Radio Communications Unit who

1953 saw an increase in the
membership and in the activities of
your local Civil Defense unit. At

reported for action at the Shaw
Mountain Forest Fire in June.
Portsmouth was the only Civil Defense organization in the state
which could produce a unit that
was merely on paper in other communities.
At the forest fire in
Eliot, Me. the Radio Communications Unit was again put to the
test.
The radio car directed by
Eliot Fire Chief Advil Spinney was
stationed at the scene of the fire,
while the second car was stationed
away from the fire near the roadside. This second car through use
of a "phone patch" directed the operations of the tank trucks and

the beginning of the year approximately one hundred persons were
enrolled under the local program.
By the end of 1953 this figure had

increased to 475.
In its effort to publicize the need
for Civil Defense the local organization held a Civil Defense parade
in April. April 4-11 was designated
Civil

Defense

Week by

the City

Council. During this period local
theaters ran special films, state and
regional defense officials and local
staff members made tape record43

and

other vehicles waiting for orders.

in

Novembei- the publication of

The Health
Local officials attended a conference of Civil Defense ollicials at the
University of New Hampshire in
This was the first
September.
state-wide Civil Defense conference in the United States which
was attended for its entire period
by the Chief Executive of the state.

Services Bulletin

was

began.

Some

18,000 pieces of Civil Deliterature were distributed
during the year. The Ground Observer Post at Wallis Sands was remodeled and a glass top was added
for additional visibility.
small
building at the corner of Peverly
fense

A

Hill and Middle Roads was loaned
to the organization as a
post,
as the Wallis Sands tower is inaccessible during the winter months.

The writing of the Civil Defense
recommended by the state
Civil Defense agency was started

GOC

Plan

with the Health Services Division
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Portsmouth Housing Authority

REACHING FOR A BETTER TOMORROW
Members

5

:

advantages

Spurred on by the acute need of
parking facilities in the city the
City Council took under considera-

over the other three
areas considered, since the latter
areas could be rehabilitated, and
thus might not qualify under the
application, while the former area

tion, early in 1953, the creation of
a Housing- Authority in Ports-

was

mouth. After being informed by a
representative of the Housing and
Home Finance Agency that park-

predominantly beyond reand thus might not
qualify under the application, while
the former area was predominantly
beyond rehabilitation.
habilitated,

ing areas could be built in conjunction with municipal development of

sub-standard property the City
Council adopted a resolution recognizing the need for such a body in'
the city. Later the City Council
approved a resolution requesting a

In
September Capital Grant
Funds in the amount of $56,910 for
Slum Clearance and Urban Rede-

velopment were reserved for Portsmouth by the Housing and Home
Finance Agency.

reservation of Capital Grant Funds
in the amount of $56,910 and
authorizing the Authority to file an
application for advances for survey

In

The Housing Authority,
a board of five

itself, is

members, who con-

cials.

In the meantime the groundwork
the preliminary survey and
planning of the redevelopment area
was begun. Under the first stage
of planning 4.75 acres were considered, with the expectation that this
will be increased to 10.04 acres as
the progi'am advances.

Following the action by the City
Council the Authority filed an application under Title I of the Housing Act of 1949 requesting $30,500
for preliminary surveys and plan-

for

ning.

possible

redevelopment

areas were considered. It was finally agreed that from the point of
view of rehabilitation the Jeflferson
Street area as a survey area had

Meetings of the Housing Authorthe second Monday of
each month in the Council Chamity are held

bers at 7 :30 P. M.

MEMORIAM
JOHN lAFOLLA
IN

Commissioner

PORTSMOUTH HOUSING AUTHORITY
Died

application for

a Contract for Advance was signed
by the Authority and federal offi-

stitute a "body politic" within the
city having nothing at all to do
with local municipal government.

Four

November the

an advance of funds was approved
by the federal agency in the
amount of $30,500. Subsequently

and planning work.

May
45

9,

1953

DEPARTMENT OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES
REPORT OF THE CITY SEALER 1953
Employees

:

1

Expenditures: $759.57

During the year 195o the following duties were performed by the
City Sealer
Scales tested iind sealed
Scales condemned for repair
Gas pumps corrected and sealed
Condemned for repairs
Tank truck meters tested and sealed
Condemned for repairs

254

Packages Reweighed

597
473
87
37

7

145
11
37
11

Correct

Over
Under

Heavy dutv

scales

9
3

Sealed

Condemned

for repairs

In addition the City Sealer tested kerosene pumps,
dispensers, and cart bodies for fuel wood.

The State
leading

oil

of

6
oil

bottles, grease

New Hampshire

tested the bulk plant meters for the
the city, the heavy duty scales and some of the
trucks. One-half of the fees collected by the State a:e

companies

in

meters on the oil
returned to the City.

The third annual conference of the Sealei's of Weights and ]Measures
Association was held in Portsmouth in April and was well attended. At
these conferences the State and City Sealers are given an opportunity to
listen to some outstanding and interesting speakers in this field.
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REPORT OF THE PLUMBING INSPECTOR
Employees:

1953

1

During the year 1953 the Plumbing Inspector granted licenses to
forty plumbers in the City. Three of these were persons who were licensed
for "the first time. In addition 133 plumbing permits were issued by the
Inspector. At the end of each month a list of these permits and fees received are reported to the Citv Clerk and a copv sent to the Board of
Health.

REPORT OF THE DOG OFFICER
Employees

:

1953

1

Expenditures: $715.56

During the year 1953 the Dog

Officer

performed the following duties:

Complaints investigated
Calls to owners of unlicensed dogs
Dogs picked up
Dogs returned to owners
Dogs placed in good homes
Dogs killed by automobiles

562
820
62
39
15
8

At the end of the year there were 1325 dogs registered in the city and
each day new licenses were being issued.

Seven cases involving unlicensed dogs were brought to Court
convictions were sustained in each case.
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and

THE CITY OF PORTSMOUTH
FIRE

— ALWAYS AT YOUR SERVICE

BUSINESS CALLS

525

POLICE

526

Phone

Department

Service

Administration, General

City

Manager

Ambulance

Fire

Assessments

Assessor

Auto Permits

Tax

Bicycle Licenses

City Clerk

Bills

626

2620
526
477
515

Collector

10

2386

Auditor

and Accounts

10

Clerk

Birth Certificates

City

Building Permits

Building Inspector

2374

Works
Manager

2620

128

Cemetery

Public

City Council
Dance Licenses

City

Clerk

10

Death

City Clerk
City Clerk

10

Dog

City

Certificates

Licenses

Elections

City Clerk

Engineering, City

Public

Garbage Collection

Works
Public Works

Health, Public

Sanitary Inspector

Library

Librarian

Marriage Certificates
Milk Licenses and inspections
Mortgages and Conditional Sales
Nursing, Public Health
Oil Burner Inspection
Ordinances and Resolutions

City Clerk

Parks

Public Works

Payments by the City

Auditor

Personnel, City

City

Planning, City (Housing Authority)

Planning

Recreation

Community Center

Plumbing Permits and Licenses

Plumbing Inspector

Purchasing
Refuse Collection

City

Red

Director

10

580
10

Clerk

City

580
526

-

Fire

10

City Clerk

128

2386
2620
4500
2990

Manager

127

2620

Manager
Public Works

Cross

Sanitary Officer
Public

128

833
580
128

Works
Works

Public

128

626
1500

Police

Company

Light

128

Works

Public

Maintenance

515

Collector

Collection

Treasury Information

City Treasurer

Water
Water

Public

Water

Bills

Office

Sealer

Schools

Superintendent

School Nurse
Taxicab Permits

School Nurse

—

-

2374
128

Works

Weights and Measures
Zoning

772

.*.

2852
2374

Building Inspector

770

838

-

Taxi Operator's

License, Selective Service Registration

City

Clerk

General Information

City

Clerk

City Manager

Beano Licenses

580
4260

Health

Sewers
Snow Plowing and Sanding
Street Lights burned out

Tax

10

128
128

Sanitary Officer

Sanitation

Street

10

Police Station

10
10
,

2620
626

